Fstral Beach
- Normal Now

fly Robert J. Murphy
A little over two years 8go &

' powerful northeast wind whipped
{the waters of Lake Erie into
|gea-lilke waves and sent them
‘hurtling over neglected dikes
\into the almost forgotten village
| of Estral Beach,

| Some folks sald it was the end
| of the village.

Ll the homes were under
| water.

© Practically all the homes were
‘damaged in one form or another.
Three feet of muddy lake made
it impossible to move about ‘the
village except in boats. y
Even the army engineers who
came out to look, suggested the
best g the families in Estral
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lar resort, forgotten during the
'war and never rejuvenated.
Two families sold their water-
logged land and gave up. !
But the other 170 families de-
eided to fight for their homes—
and today they reached a mile-|
tone that shows the kind of fight!
they put up. ;
. They started while the waters’
‘were pouring over the dikes and
people were being rescued.
‘They begged and borrowed
s from industries: in the
‘Monroe area. They took the last
‘nickle out of the village treasury
land spent it for a dredge to
deepen the canal surrounding the
village., ' ;
d then, when it looked like
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would loan-it to him because the
village wasn’t worth a nickel the
way it was. !
" Morale reached its Iowest. ebb.
About this time some of the
families with houses on higher
ground started to go out to their

‘homes in rowboats. They began

repairing the storm damage, even
painting and decorating.

It was a shot in the arm to
families with homes under water.
They fought that much harder.

Two months later the last of
the water was pumped out,

The villagers never had let up
with pleas to Washington for aid.

Engineers Begin

In the fall of the year the
army engineers went to work on
the dikes. /

Using tons of slag, and $189,000
of federal funds, they built a dike
completely around the village—
a dike that would withstand any
foreseeable storm.

Sinks That Shovel

“You can’t point to one per-
gon and say he did it—it was
all the people — helping each |
other. :

“I guess this is proof
enough!” , ,

Then Schink sunk "a shovel
into a field.

Tt marked the ground-breaking
ce'remonfr of the village’s new
City Hall.

The old one had been damaged
in the flood. - .

The portion of the building
they are putting up now will cost
$8,000. They raised the money by
giving dances in nearby Rock-

wood.
Mrs. Stefani Mondro. said:
“When people hear about our
new hall I guess they’ll know
what we think about living in
Estral Beach — and they
thought we were . going to
give up.

«f don’t know how it was
done, but there’s something
about fighting for your home

‘makes you fight harder




