
Village of Estral Beach Happenings-August 2011 
Calendar 

  Danny Swindle, DSwindle@msn.com, 586‐7205 

08/13 Car Show,10:00 to 4:00 pm? -See Below- 
08/15 Deadline to register to vote 
08/16 Council Meeting, 7:00 to ~ 9:00 pm 
08/16 Deadline for adding article to Berlin Bugle 
09/06 Council Meeting, 7:00 to ~ 9:00 pm 
09/13 Election Day 
09/20 Council Meeting, 7:00 to ~ 9:00 pm 
10/15 Last FREE dump day of the year 
 
Downriver Wanderer’s Classic Car Club
Car Show 12:00-4:00, Registration 10:00-12:00 

All cars welcome, $10 registration fee 
Door prizes, 50/50 tickets, goodie bags 

All the 10W-40 you can drink 
Food Tent (Hot Dogs, Sloppy Joes, Walking 

Tacos, Pop, Water, and Gatorade), 
Adult Beverage Tent, 

Meet & Greet council / candidates @ 1:00, 
Register to Vote, Volleyball, Horseshoes 

 
Elections 

New voters must register with the Clerk by 8/15. 
Election date is 9/13. Candidates: Office of President 
are Danny Swindle (incumbent) and John Wiegand. 
Three (3) Trustee seats are Ed Dyson (incumbent), 
Dave Emmerich, Laurie Sharkus, Adam Younglove, 
Barbara Baldwin, Kelli Gearhart, and Rusty Moore. 
Meet them 8/13 at 1:00 at the Hall. VOTE! 

 
Village Marquee 

As you can see, we have a new marquee in front of the 
Village Hall. Thank you to the people that helped sell 
and those that purchased the 50/50 raffle tickets which 
were used to raise the money to purchase the materials. 
Special thanks to Karl Frank for constructing the 
marquee, and spending many hours trenching and 
laying conduit. Thanks to Adam Hoare for his technical 
input and other assistance. Thanks to Kathy Frank for 
cracking the whip to keep us focused. 
 

Village Hall
Thanks to those that have helped START the hall 
beautification project. Jr. Berns for installing the 
siding. Jimmy Appleton for power washing, and Beth 
Ann Swindle & Brenda Berns for painting the front 
brick. Laurie Sharkus for the two new beautiful signs 
now hung on the front of the hall thanks to Karl Frank. 
Laurie probably thought we lost them. The siding work 
was made possible by a generous anonymous donation 
from a Village resident. We are still looking for 
volunteers to assist painting the rest of the outside 
walls. Contact me at 586-7205 if you are interested in 
getting involved. My ladder will reach the high points. 

 
 

Sled Hill
The Kiwanis Club has volunteered money and time to 
help landscape around the sled hill, hopefully this Fall. 
When it does happen, donations and volunteers are 
welcome. Beware of the bees that are nesting there. 
 



  Danny Swindle, DSwindle@msn.com, 586‐7205 

Website 
Visit the Village website EstralBeachVillage.com to 
see the ordinances, Charter, etc. I’m behind getting 
updates to Linda Downer who volunteered to develop 
and update the website. She is probably regretting her 
decision at this point but we appreciate her efforts. 
 

Millage 
A Flood Controls millage was added to the 9/13 ballot. 
The intent is to have the residents decide whether the 
protective measures (i.e., dike system) are important 
enough to be properly maintained, per the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) agreement. 
The dike system was a very expensive investment 
which the Village should have known they had limited 
funds to maintain as required. The yearly dike 
walkdown performed by the USACE has repeatedly 
found maintenance deficiencies, however, after last 
year’s walkdown we were officially placed on 
probation. The overall system rating is “Unacceptable”, 
mostly due to encroachment into the dike along Canal 
Street, trees and brush allowed to grow on and within 
15’ of the dikes, deteriorating rock filled cribbings, and 
varmint control. Should we fail to bring the dike 
system into compliance within one year, we will be 
dropped from the USACE 84-99 program. This means 
we would not be eligible for government assistance 
should the dike system fail. The property owners with 
flood insurance would be covered, however, continued 
coverage or future insurance cost would be in question. 
We will be applying for a one year extension to buy us 
more time to try to put together a plan. Obtaining this 
goal is a little difficult though with limited funds. The 
proposed millage is to let the residents decide how we 
should proceed. If the millage fails, we drop out of the 
84-99 program and maintain the dikes as best we can. 
If it passes, we accelerate the maintenance to once 
again comply. 
 

Tree Removal 
As required by the USACE, we are still pushing to get 
trees and brush removed from the clay dike system. 
Vena’s Nursery removed a few large trees from the 
East dike as part of this effort. We have a long way to 
go to get back into compliance. 

Blight 
Blight is and will continue to be a priority issue in the 
Village based on resident feedback. Village Ordinances 
are the law, and ordinances 1019a and 1024 define 
blight. (Ordinances may be reviewed on the Village 
website or at the Village Hall with prior arrangements.) 
The Village Council is responsible for enforcing the 
ordinances. The Council is not looking to transform the 
Village into a perfectly groomed neighborhood, but 
we’re also hearing complaints from residents that do 
take care of their property asking us why we are not 
enforcing the blight ordinances. Oh yeah, FREE dump 
day 10/15/11. Call if you need assistance. 
 

Playground Fundraisers
Euchre tournaments will be starting up soon (dates to 
be announced). Can/bottle collection is an ongoing 
process so contact me for pickup or drop them off; at 
the hall on Council nights (1st and 3rd Tuesday of the 
month before 7:00 pm), or at the monthly euchre 
tournament. Of course, donations are always welcome. 
Fundraising has taken a backseat in my agenda over the 
past several months so we are shy of the money needed 
to buy another large piece of equipment. Hopefully we 
can have a new smaller piece of playground equipment 
installed this Fall, and/or possibly some park benches. 
 

Some of Life’s Rules 
1. I don't approve of political jokes. I've seen too 

many of them get elected. 
2. I love being married. To find that one special 

person you want to annoy for the rest of your life. 
3. If you think there is good in everybody, you haven't 

met everybody. 
4. The real art of conversation is not only to say the 

right thing at the right time, but also to leave unsaid 
the wrong thing at the tempting moment. 

5. Remember, you're unique. Just like everyone else. 
6. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach 

him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat and drink 
beer all day.  

7. If you lend someone $20 and never see that person 
again, it was probably money well spent. 

8. Good judgment comes from bad experience and 
most of that comes from bad judgment.  


