
Village Resident - Things You May Want To Know 
 

CALENDAR
04/02: Good Friday. Kids are out of school. 
04/03: Breakfast-Council, 9-11, $6 Adults/$4 Kids 
04/04: Easter 
04/05: Kids out of school for the week. 
04/06: Council Meeting, 7:00 pm to ? 
04/17: Euchre, 7:30 to ?, $20 entry fee, bring a dish 
04/20: Council Meeting, 7:00 pm to ? 
04/24: Dump Day, Carlton Farms Landfill, 7 to 2 
05/01: Breakfast-EBVFD, 9-11, $6 Adults/$4 Kids 
05/09: Mother’s Day 
05/31: Memorial Day 
06/04, 05, 06: Newport Fireman’s Festival 
06/05: Breakfast-Council, 9-11, $6 Adults/$4 Kids 
06/13: Swan Creek Clean-up (1:00 pm – 5:00 pm) 
08/13, 14: Estral Beach Fireman’s Festival. Contact 
Beth Ann (586-7205) or Committee Member if you 
can volunteer to help make this festival a success. 
 

BLIGHT
At the request of residents, the Council is pressing 
enforcement of Blight Ordinance 1019A and 1024. 
Please, do your part by taking any treasures you 
have that are actually trash to Berlin’s FREE dump 
day being held at Carleton Farm’s Landfill on April 
24th. Blight includes building materials, unlicensed 
vehicles, vehicle parts, junk, trash, or rubbish of any 
kind. If you need assistance, contact me and I will 
see who is available to help. If you have a truck or 
trailer and are willing to help, please let me know. 

 
VILLAGE WORK 

The Village has contracted with EarthWorks to 
replace the culvert under Phyllis Street and to sleeve 
and grout the culvert under Lakeview Avenue. They 
are presently installing the retaining wall at 
Lakeview. We may be asking them to replace the 
guardrail at Phyllis Street when they come back to 
blacktop over the culvert. In addition, we need an 
access path between the parking lot and the bike 
path which they may be doing in conjunction with 
the blacktopping at Phyllis.  
 
The Village will also be submitting a permit 
application with the MDNRE (former MDEQ) to 
allow for widening of the south boat ramp, ramp 
extension, and hopefully installation of a dock. 

LAKESHORE DRIVE 
Residents have complained about the deteriorating 
condition of Lakeshore Drive which The Jeffery 
Company repaved a few years ago, and the puddles 
that form after a rain. Core bores were taken to 
determine if Jeffery’s met the bid specifications. 
Discussions between the Council, the Village 
Attorney, and The Jeffery Company are ongoing. 
 

PLAYGROUND
The new play station for 5 to 12 year olds is getting 
closer to being complete. Please be patient. We also 
ask that you support the playground improvements 
by participating in the Saturday breakfasts, euchre 
tournaments (Call Carol), or by making a cash 
donation if you are able to do so. Thanks to those 
that graciously donated at the last breakfast. We are 
trying to raise enough money for a climbing rock 
(~$10,000) for the older kids to “hang out” on so 
they will leave the new play set to the youngsters. 
 

SWAN CREEK CLEAN-UP 
On June 16th there will be a clean-up of Swan Creek 
and the shorelines, including Fermi shoreline, from 
1-5 pm. This will help remove tires and waste from 
the water and shores, and will also raise money for 
playground equipment. If you have a boat / kayak / 
canoe or just want to help, let me know and I’ll get 
you a flyer for the event. 
 

HOUSE RAISINGS 
FEMA is requesting that the houses being raised 
under the original approved list for the FEMA grant 
finish by the end of summer. There is a potential for 
a second FEMA grant. Contact the Building 
Inspector (586-8380) for additional information. 
 

DREDGING 
Michigan Marine has dredged the canal along 
Lakeshore Drive south, and permits were issued to 
allow for dumping of some of the spoils throughout 
the beach, including behind the Village Hall. We 
are asking all recipients of dredging spoils, 
including the Village, to grade (or stack in the 
Villages case) the piles as soon as the weather and 
spoil conditions permit. 
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CLAY DIKES / ROCK FILLED GABIONS 
Trees are being removed from the dikes as directed 
by the Corp. of Engineers (USACE) and as 
supported by FEMA. The Village hired Vena’s 
Nursery to remove trees, stumps, and root bulbs and 
backfill the hole with clay. A few local residents 
came through and took out trees on the dike behind 
their house at their own expense. I would like to 
thank these residents on Canal Street for doing the 
right thing and helping out the Village.  
 
We have also had discussions with FEMA, USACE, 
State Police, and MDNRE regarding the foresight 
dikes (canal side of the road along Lakeshore Drive 
south) and the advanced measure structures (clay 
dikes and rock filled gabions which excluded the 
north and south ends of Lakeshore Drive). In a 
nutshell, FEMA does not take credit for the 
advanced measures in the generation of their flood 
maps. Our dikes do not count as levees or protection 
since the construction of these structures does not 
meet FEMA’s flood protective measure 
specification requirements. FEMA does however 
require that the breakwalls or rock filled gabions be 
maintained for the homes being raised on Lakeshore 
Drive since they allow for less stringent 
construction requirements because wave action will 
not be a concern. The agreement with the USACE 
on the foresight dikes expired years ago. The 
agreement with the USACE on the advanced 
measure structures expires the beginning of 2011. 
Agreement expiration means the USACE no longer 
has a say in the maintenance of these structures. It 
will then be totally up to the Village to decide how 
the flood control measures are maintained. The 
USACE does however request we provide them 
with a courtesy call if we decide to modify or 
remove any part of the structures. 
 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 
She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her 
still. 

The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a 
little behind in his work. 

I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. 
Then it hit me. 

Remember, half the people you know are below 
average. 

Light travels faster than sound. That's why some 
people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you 
done? 

I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, I take 
something for it. 

The statement below is true. 
The statement above is false. 

--------------------------------------------------------------  
Walking into the bar, I said to the bartender, 'Pour 
me a stiff one. I just had another fight with the little 
woman.' 
 
'Oh yeah?' said the bartender, 'How did this one 
end?' 
 
'When it was over,' I replied, 'She came to me on 
her hands and knees.' 
 
'Really,' said the bartender, 'Now that's a switch! 
What did she say?' 
 
She said, 'Come out from under the bed, you little 
coward.’ 

 
 

 
Don’t waste time looking for Easter eggs this year! 
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