
 Danny Swindle, DSwindle@msn.com, 586-7205 

Village of Estral Beach Happenings-September 2014 
Calendar 

10/07 Council Meeting, 7:00 start 

10/18 FREE dump day – Carleton Farms (7:00-12:00) 

10/21 Council Meeting, 7:00 start, FEMA Grants 

11/04 Election Day 

Three Trustee Seats (alphabetically): 

 Jessica Anglin 

 Debbie Dare (incumbent) 

 Beth Millar 

 Joe Provost (incumbent) 

 Jim Wiegand 

Clerk: Carol Vandercook 

Treasurer: Kris Ledger 

 

Millage 

A Flood Controls millage extension to continue to 

perform maintenance on the protective measures 

(i.e., dike system) per the United States Army Corp 

of Engineers (USACE) agreement. This money is 

used to remove trees & shrub, clear drainage paths, 

and rebuild the pump houses. The millage remains 

the same (2.0) with 1.75 mils for dike maintenance 

and 0.25 mils for drainage. 

 

Village Building Department 

At the 09/02/14 Council meeting, it was decided to 

unappoint Bernie Ciupak as the Building Official for the 

Village and pursue an agreement with Berlin Charter 

Township in which the Village would contract with Berlin 

to provide these services. Contract with, NOT give to them 

as people have incorrectly stated. The reason for this is 

varied and will not be explained here. Berlin has agreed to 

partner with the Village at their 9/22/14 meeting. Now it is 

up to the Village Council to agree. In the mean time, if you 

need to pull a permit, or receive an inspection for an existing 

open permit, please contact:  Paul Robbins (517) 242-9438 

We are trying to make this transition as convenient as 

possible. 

 

Village Marquee 

The marquee was vandalized recently where in the plexi-

glass was broken. The Village’s Insurance Company will be 

paying for the repair, which as you all know, increased 

insurance claims result in increase insurance costs to the 

Village. Please help protect, maintain, and improve the 

Village. 

Pump Houses 

The North pump house (end of Michael Street), was recently 

insulated to make ready for winter. Thanks to residents Rob 

Huffman, Joe Provost, and Bette Alley for their efforts. 

 

The South pump house is planned for rebuild in the spring 

or summer of 2015. Thanks to residents Ed Dyson, Joe 

Provost, and Gary Bogdanski, and the JAWS crew for 

removal of the abandoned pump’s suction pipe. The Village 

has gone out for bids to install a new retainer wall between 

the pump house and the retention pond to replace the 

existing deteriorated railroad tie wall. 

 

Dikes 

The Village has awarded a contract to bush hog the dikes to 

try to keep the growth of weeds and small trees in check. 

This is an ongoing effort to help bring the dikes back into 

compliance with USACE maintenance requirements. This is 

paid for from the millage extension on the 11/04/14 ballot. 

 

Roads 

The Village has gone out for bids to seal the roads before 

winter. Hennessey Engineers has been contacted about what 

local roads can be fixed with the available money in the 

Local road fund. Please do not tear up Sovey Drive with 

your 4-wheelers. 

 

Blight 

Blight is still an issue in the Village based on resident 

feedback. Village Ordinances are the law, and ordinances 

1019a and 1024 define blight. (Ordinances may be reviewed 

on the Village website or at the Village Hall with prior 

arrangements.) The Village Council is responsible for 

enforcing the ordinances. The Council is not looking to 

transform the Village into a perfectly groomed 

neighborhood, but we’re also hearing complaints from 

residents that do take care of their property asking us why 

we are not enforcing the blight ordinances. Oh yeah, FREE 

dump day 10/18/14. 

 

Space Filler 

 My neighbor knocked on my door at 2:30 am this 

morning, can you believe that..... 2:30am?!  Luckily for 

him I was still up playing my drums. 

 The shin bone is a device for finding furniture in the 

dark.
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FEMA Houseraising Grant / Hazard Mitigation Plan 

The FEMA Hazard Mitigation Plan grant has recently been 

awarded to Estral Beach.  Carlisle Wortman, Consultants, 

and Dave Emmerich, the Village Grant administrator, are 

actively completing this plan, a precursor to receiving a 

Village House Elevation Grant.   The Hazard Mitigation 

Plan requests community participation.  The participation 

includes presenting a survey to the community asking for 

your input in identifying hazards that the Village should 

prioritize and prepare for.  Also, the Consultants are 

preparing a presentation for the Tuesday, October 21
st
, 2014 

Council meeting which will detail how the Plan will be 

completed. 

Once the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Plan is approved by 

FEMA, the Village then becomes eligible to apply for 

House Elevation Grants.  The next ‘window’ to apply for 

these grants is July 25, 2015.  The count of homeowner’s 

that are interested in participating in the FEMA House 

Elevation Grant stands at 50.  A survey was passed out with 

minimal response from homeowners that initially 

communicated interest, so let’s try this again through this 

newsletter. Note that this process is very time consuming, 

so if you are interested in participating, you need to act 

while someone is willing to donate their time to put 

together the necessary paperwork. There are no 

promises that this grant will be offered by FEMA in the 

future. 

To apply for the grant: 

1. If you wish to take advantage of this grant, you will be 

asked to get estimates to raise your house above the 

Base Flood Elevation (580.00 NGVD).  More 

information regarding summiting the estimates, along 

with plans, pricing, and an explanation letter concerning 

what is covered will be communicated. 

 

Those who have had their homes elevated have also 

made additional improvements to their home at the 

same time their homes were raised which was not 

covered by the grant.  Be aware of this cost in taking on 

a house raising grant which could add tens of thousands 

of dollars to the overall project, depending on the type 

of improvements, above the 25% matching of the grant. 

 

2. You may hear of the Village of Estral Beach Resolution 

# 3-04-05 which addresses the height of new or repaired 

seawalls or foresight or advanced measure cribs along 

the lake side property on Lakeshore Drive.  The height 

in the resolution calls for a height of new seawalls or 

repairs to the cribs to a height of 581.00 FT IGLD 

and/or 582.43 FT NGVD.  The seawalls and Cribs are to 

protect the lakeshore homes from Lake Erie Wave 

Action damage.  Ordinance 1052 addresses the 

maintenance of these structures.  The point of including 

this measurement is to share the information of two 

different height requirements, based on the subject 

being either home elevation (580.00 feet, NGVD) or 

Seawall or Crib elevation 582.43 feet NGVD. 

Survey: 

1. The elevation grants require a 25% co-pay of the grant 

paid out.  This is usually the payment to your builder 

and considered by the builder as a first draw of monies 

towards the house raising.  The grants received have 

averaged in the $50,000 to $60,000 range, thus your 

share would be 25% of that, or ranging from $12,500 to 

$15,000.  

Question:    Is this cost to you ($12,500 to $15,000) a 

deal breaker, will you be withdrawing from grant award 

consideration?  Should I keep you on for next year’s 

consideration? 

2. Participants of the FMA grant must register with the 

Register of Deeds a promise to always carry flood 

insurance while the home is deeded to you, thus, you 

must process a DEED restriction on your property 

stating that flood insurance will be carried on the home 

as long as you own the home.   Currently, flood 

insurance for a raised, compliant home costs about $270 

annually but may increase year to year.  The insurance 

is not capped.   

Question:  If you receive the grant, you must still carry 

flood insurance.  Is this a deal breaker?  Failure to get a 

deed restriction will require you to refund the grant 

given to you. 

3. The Pre-Mitigation grant does not require flood 

insurance until after you receive the grant.  The Flood 

Mitigation Assistance grant requires that you have flood 

insurance before you apply for the grant.  The 

possibilities of getting an elevation grant increase if you 

have flood insurance now as you would be eligible for 

elevating your house from either grant. 

Question:  Do you currently carry Flood Insurance? 

Dave Emmerich, Grant Administrator 

Questions? Call home phone (734) 872.1177 
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