
 

 

 

 

January 19, 2022 

Monroe County Museum System Board of Trustees 

126 South Monroe Street 

Monroe, MI 48161 

Re:  MCMSBT Historical Projects Fund – Follow Up Report 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Attached you will find the documents required to complete the process for the 

2021 Historical Projects Fund application submitted by the Berlin Charter 

Township Historical Society and Village of Estral Beach for the renovation of the 

Estral Beach Veterans Memorial. 

The members of the village council and historical society all feel that the 

restoration of the 50-year-old Veterans Memorial and its subsequent 

rededication event, held on October 23, 2021, was a rousing success.  Based 

upon the extremely positive feedback we received, we believe that we were 

successful in our goal of giving the adults and children in our community a way 

to honor all who have worn the United States uniform in protecting our cherished 

freedoms.  We also believe that our use of the resources available through the 

Commission’s Historical Projects Fund helps to promote the valuable work being 

done by the Monroe County Historical Museum and the Monroe County 

Historical Commission.  

More detail regarding the process and event can be found in the project 

narrative. On behalf of the Village of Estral Beach and the Berlin Charter 

Township Historical Society, we thank you for the opportunity to partner together 

on this important project and look forward to future endeavors together. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Stephanie Hawkins 

President 

Berlin Charter Township Historical Society 



Project Narrative



Project Narrative 

Estral Beach Veterans Memorial Rededication 

Submitted by: 

Village of Estral Beach and the Berlin Charter Township Historical Society 

 

In February 2021, Monroe County Historical Commissioner Mary Strevel, who represents 

Berlin Township as part of District 3, contacted Stephanie Hawkins, BCTHS president. Her 

email indicated, “It has come to my attention that the WWII tank at Estral Beach Park is 

starting to sink and list to one side.”  She suggested that money from the commission’s 

historical project fund could be used to help restore the tank’s base.  Although the 

society was unable to commit to such a large project, Stephanie did some research to 

learn that the memorial was under the ownership of the Village of Estral Beach. She 

reached out to the president of the village, Fred Borowski.  Fred was very receptive to 

the idea of using a grant to fund such a project, and he immediately reached out to 

members of the village council to determine if there was interest.  He received a very 

enthusiastic response, and that same evening (March 16, 2021), the council 

unanimously approved a resolution endorsing a partnership between the Village of 

Estral Beach and the Berlin Township Historical Society for the purpose of restoring the 

war memorial.  

At this point, time was tight, as the application was due at the middle of April.  The 

village council was very engaged, and within a week, a work plan and budget were 

created, and by the first week of April, three bids were received for the most expensive 

piece of the work: installing a new concrete pad under the tank. The application was 

written and submitted by the BCTHS, and a month later, in May 2021, a grant was 

awarded to the partnership.   

The plan was to begin the work of moving the tank in June, but “once in a century” 

rains in May and June postponed the project by six weeks. On the bright side, while 

they waited for the ground to dry, two members of the newly-organized “Memorial 

Rededication Committee” were able to unseal the tank and discover that it was in 

“neutral”—this was great news, because it meant the tank could be pulled to its new 

location instead of hoisted with a crane.  

It was late July by the time the village was able to begin prepping the ground for the 

new concrete pad, about 30 feet due west of the current one.  An unofficial ground-

breaking was held with Greg and Tony Knierim wielding the shovels. Their presence was 

significant because the Memorial (along with the WWII Era Sherman Tank) was the 

brainchild of the late John Knierim when he was the president of the Village back in the 

1970s. 



Once the ground was ready, a new concrete pad was poured on August 6, and nearly 

four weeks later, it was dried and ready for the tank.  The tank was moved with the help 

of several pieces of large machinery donated by Berlin Township’s Mid America Group.  

Once on its new pad, the tank was repainted and detailed to help it withstand another 

fifty years’ worth of elements. In addition, new landscaping was purchased and 

donated.  

A rededication of the memorial was planned for October, and the event was 

advertised on the society’s and village’s Facebook pages, in a flyer to village residents, 

and in the Monroe News. Invitations were extended to the community via flyers posted 

at local businesses, and personal letters were mailed to many notable Monroe County 

dignitaries, including members of the Monroe County Historical Commission and officials 

from Estral Beach and South Rockwood villages and Berlin Township, as well as 

Representative Joe Bellino and Commissioner Dawn Asper. Members of the three local 

VFW posts also received invitations. 

Finally, on Saturday, October 23, 2021, the newly restored Estral Beach Veterans 

Memorial was dedicated in front of a large crowd of over 100 attendees.  Council 

president Fred Borowksi was the master of ceremonies, with music provided by the 

Jefferson Middle and High School bands as well as piper Will Austin.  The special guest 

speaker was Howard Joseph Knierim, son of the late John Knierim. Veterans of Estral 

Beach participated in a wreath-laying ceremony, and John’s daughter Sandy Knierim 

Wiegand led the ribbon cutting ceremony, aided by the youngest members of the 

Knierim family.   

The event was well-received, and a few days later, the Monroe News printed a detailed 

article with photos, and also included many more photos on their website. It’s 

impossible to know how many total views the dedication received across all the 

platforms (Monroe News print and web, Estral Beach Village website and Facebook, 

and BCTHS Facebook), but we know that the BCTHS Facebook posts alone reached 

over 3000 people.  Overall, the event is considered by both groups to be a resounding 

success, and it is not complete yet.  Phase II of the memorial refurbishment will include 

additional landscaping updates as well as ordering and placing several memorial 

benches.  Tentative plans are to begin this phase in spring 2022.   

  



Photos: 

 

Official ground-breaking 



 

 

Concrete being poured.  



 

 



 

Tank is moved onto newly-cured concrete pad. 

  



 

 

Tank is primed (top photo is John Knierim’s daughter, Sandy).  







 



 

Above photos from the re-dedication. 

 

 



Publicity - Monroe News Article



A great achievement / Estral Beach 

restores Veterans Memorial 
Stephanie Hawkins 
View Comments 

 

https://cm.monroenews.com/comment/?storyUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2021%2F11%2F03%2Fgreat-achievement-estral-beach-restores-veterans-memorial%2F6240654001%2F&marketName=monroenews&commentsopen=false


 

 



 



 

“Freedom is not free, and the responsibilities of protecting that freedom must 

be handed down to the younger generations.” 

With those words from Estral Beach Village President Fred Borowski, the 

community's Veterans Memorial, originally established in 1971, was 

rededicated to a whole new generation of local military veterans. 

The late John H. Knierim was president of Estral Beach in 1971, and he was 

the driving force behind the creation of the original memorial.  Knierim served 

in the U.S. Marine Corps during World War II and participated in several 

legendary battles, including the Battle of Guadalcanal.  Working with the 

armory, Knierim was able to secure the tank, which became the cornerstone of 

the memorial.  

“The M-4 Tank, also known as the Sherman, was the most commonly used 

tank in World War II,” Borowski told an audience recently of more than 100 



guests. “More than 50,000 were produced between 1942 and 1945, including 

this one.” 

“The memorial was one of [my father’s] greatest achievements,” said 

Knierim’s daughter, Sandra Knierim Wiegand.  “He didn’t want to dedicate it 

to any one group, but to all veterans. 

“The original offer from the National Guard was a U.S. Fighter Jet,” Wiegand 

continued, “but the problem my dad had with that was that it was too 

expensive to mount off the ground, and he knew that the kids would want to 

climb on it.  They then came back with the offer of the Sherman Tank, and my 

dad accepted.” 

With the help of Edward Mahalak, state representative at that time, the 

Michigan National Guard was able to transport the Sherman tank to the 

Village of Estral Beach on a flatbed trailer and place it in a location where it 

would remain for the next 50 years. 

“The pad deteriorated over time,” Wiegand explained, “because the funds for 

the project were very limited, mostly available through personal donations, 

and it was just enough to finish the project.” 

 

The memorial was refurbished in 2008 and 2010, but after 50 years, the pad 

had sunk into the ground and crumbled in many places, causing the tank to 

lean significantly to one side.  Monroe County Historical Commission 

representative Mary Strevel contacted the Berlin Charter Township Historical 

Society about the possibility of obtaining a grant to refurbish the 

memorial.  The society and the village council partnered together to submit 

the application to the Monroe County Museum System Historical Projects 

Fund, and a total of $10,000 was awarded for the project.  

The committee members knew that it would take a much stronger concrete 

pad to properly support the 40-ton tank, so Borowski reached out to Marcus 



Newton of Area Excavating & Construction of Gibraltar.  After Newton agreed 

to do the work, the next step in the process was to determine how to move the 

tank from its current pad.  Village trustee Greg Knierim and Fire Chief Dave 

Millar were able to unseal and enter the tank, and the committee members 

were thrilled to discover that it was parked in “neutral,” which would allow it 

to be pulled instead of lifted to its new location. 

With this information, the committee determined that the new pad would be 

poured about 15 feet due west of the original one.  Unfortunately, June’s 

extreme rain postponed the project for several weeks, but in late July, a new 

pad was poured using material that would ensure the tank would be supported 

for many more years.  

“That pad is so strong, a 747 could land on it!” Borowski joked to the 

dedication attendees. 

After waiting four weeks for the concrete to set, the committee enlisted the 

help of Larry Masserant and his crew from Mid American Group, as well as 

Adam Younglove and his team from Michigan Marine, to secure a truck and a 

bulldozer to move the tank onto its new pad.  During the ceremony, Borowski 

also recognized the many community members who helped with the 

renovation.  

“Refurbishing the Estral Beach Veterans Memorial was a community-wide 

effort of grants, sponsorships, and gifts-in-kind from residents of Estral Beach 

and Monroe, and even companies contracted for work who went above and 

beyond the contract. 

“In many ways this project was a labor of love to honor our veterans, and it is 

through veterans memorials such as this one that our children, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, and future generations will learn to cherish and protect 

this ‘last best hope of humankind.’” 



The restoration of the Estral Beach Veterans Memorial will continue into 

2022. Contact the Village at 734-586-8380 for information on how to donate 

or sponsor a bench. 

Stephanie Hawkins is a contributor to The Monroe News. 

 



Budget Breakdown



Expenses
Grant 

Request
Cost-Share 

Cash
Cost-Share In-

Kind

Total 
Application 
Cost-Share Total

Salaries/Volunteer Time -$              
Honoraria -$              
Travel -$              
Rentals -$              
Printing & Duplication $42.40 42.40$           
Promotion -$              
Supplies & Postage $120.65 120.65$         
Resource Materials $10,000.00 $5,912.84 8,177.65$      24,090.49$    
Other -$              
Total Expenses 10,000.00$    6,075.89$      8,177.65$      24,253.54$    

Supplies and Postage Amount
Donuts and Cider $92.80
Postage for letters $12.18
Paper Products $15.67
Total $120.65

Printing and Duplication Amount
Printing 75 Programs $42.40

Resource Materials
Grant Request Amount
Concrete (Area Excavating and Construction)$10,000.00

Cost Share - Cash Amount
Silk Flower Arrangement $150.00
Flags $22.60

Mums $201.49

Ribbon and Scissors $15.87
Mums $33.90
Primer $225.73
Grass Seed (Masserant's) $115.00
Excavation (Area Excavating 
and Construction)

$1,444.98
Sandblasting (Mid America 
Group) $1,945.27
Three Benches $1,508.00 

Concrete (portion over grant) $250.00
Total $5,912.84

Cost Share - In Kind Amount
<See In-Kind Donors Tab> 8,177.65$     



In Kind Donors
Business Contact Phone Item Donated Donation
J. Hale Electrical LLC Adam Hoare Lighting fixtures, light bulbs, wiring and Installation for lighting of Flags, Memorial Stone, Tank800.00$       
Mid-America Group/Michigan MarineKeith Masserant/Adam YoungloveMoving of Tank (50 feet) to new concrete pad - Equipment and Labor5,000.00$    
Glassrock, OMI Fred Borowski, Jr. Professional Stone Masonry labor to refurbish Veterans Memorial Stones, supplies and masonry equipment1,500.00$    
Glassrock, OMI Rich MacDonald "
Mid-Michigan Group Seth Borowski "
n/a Greg Knierim Prepare and prime (paint) Sherman Tank (supplies and labor) 200.00$       
n/a Knierim Family Final Coat Painting of Sherman Tank (supplies and labor) 300.00$       
Lowe's Dave Millar Electric Supplies 150.65$       
Price's Orchard Becky Barron Three gallons of Cider 27.00$         
Dix Block and Supply Fred Borowski Misc flowers and landscaping ?
n/a Joe Knierim Flags, flag poles 200.00$       

8,177.65$   



Cash Donations
Donor Donation
Jim Weigand 200.00$          
Sandra Weigand 100.00$          
Faulbaum 100.00$          
Scrap (various) 112.00$          
Anonymous 100.00$          
Military Families (for bench) 414.00$          
Meijer of Monroe 100.00$          
Stephanie Hawkins (postage and programs) 47.38$            
Disabled Veterans (for bench) 630.00$          
Anonymous Bench Donation 547.00$          

2,350.38$      
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